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Explosive City Growth in the Modern World-System 
 
The Initial Five City Rosters 
 
 

1600 000s 1700 000s 1800 000s 1900 000s 2007 000s 
Naples  281  London 575 London 865 London 6480 Tokyo 33600 
Paris 220  Paris 510 Paris 581 New York 4242 Seoul 23400 
London 200  Naples 216 Istanbul 570 Paris 3330 Mexico City 22400 
Venice 139  Amsterdam 200 Naples 427 Berlin 2707 New York 21900 
Milan 120  Lisbon 165 Moscow 248 Chicago 1717 Bombay 21600 
Rome 105  Rome 138 Lucknow 240 Vienna 1698 Delhi 21500 
Palermo 105  Venice 138 Vienna 231 Tokyo 1497 Sao Paulo 20600 
Potosi 105  Milan 124 St Petersburg 224 St Petersburg 1439 Los Angeles 18000 
Lisbon 100  Vienna 114 Amsterdam 217 Manchester 1435 Shanghai 17500 
Seville 90  Madrid 110 Murishidabad 190 Philadelphia 1418 Osaka 16700 
Genoa 71  Palermo 100 Lisbon 180 Birmingham 1248 Cairo 16100 
Florence 70  Lyon 97 Benares 179 Moscow 1120 Calcutta 15700 
Granada 69  Seville 96 Hyderabad 175 Beijing 1160 Manila 15600 
Valencia 65  Mexico City 85 Patna 170 Calcutta 1085 Jakarta 15100 
Amsterdam 65  Potosi 82 Dublin 168 Boston 1075 Karachi 15100 
Bologna 63  Brussels 80 Madrid 167 Glasgow 1015 Guangzhou 14700 
Rouen 60  Genoa 80 Rome 163 Osaka 970 Buenos Aires 13600 
Mexico City 58  Marseille 75 Calcutta 162 Liverpool 940 Moscow 13500 
Toledo 50  Florence 72 Berlin 150 Istanbul 900 Beijing 12800 

12100 
Madrid 49  Copenhagen 70 Venice 138 Bombay 780 London 12000 
Verona 49  Rouen 64 Milan 135 Ruhr 766 Istanbul 11800 
Augsburg 48  Bologna 63 Mexico City 128 Rio de Janeiro 744 Lagos 10100 
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Antwerp 47  Puebla 63 Surat 120 Warsaw 724 Paris 10000 
Cordova 45  Dublin 60 Barcelona 115 Tianjin 700 Chicago 9800 
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             Daegu 2675 
             Orlando 2675 
             Medan 2650 
             Stuttgart 2650 
                  
            N=153   
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